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INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-00 AID-05 /017 W 

085824 070227Z/21 

R061529Z lUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2552 
INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CARACAS 5082 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AGAO 

SUBJECT: GAO REVIEW: "TRAINING PROVIDED LDC NATIONALS IN 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT, AUDIT AND EVALUATIONS" 

REE: STATE 140827 

1 . WE WOULD APPRECIATE CLARIFICATION OF REFTEL IN THE SENSE 
OF WHOSE STUDY THIS IS. IS THIS STUDY BEING PERFORMED BY 
THE GAO ON BEHALF OF INTOSAI, OR IS IT A US STUDY? WE ASK 

THE QUESTION BECAUSE THE PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES AS OUTLINED 
IN PARA 2 REFTEL TOUCH ON SENSITIVE AREAS AS FAR AS 
VENEZUELA IS CONCERNED, PARTICULARLY SUCH THINGS AS 
ASSESSING AND EVALUATING THE GOV'S ACCOUNTING AND AUDITING 
SYSTEMS. IF THIS IS A US STUDY, WITH RESULTS TO BE PUBLISHED 
BY THE GAO PER NORMAL PROCEDURES, IT COULD WELL BE SEEN AS 
PRESUMPTUOUS BY THE GOV AND RESENTED. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

AN INTERNATIONAL, PROFESSIONAL SPONSOR WOULD MOST LIKELY 
SOETEN THIS PERCEPTION. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CARACA 05082 061654Z 

2. GIVEN THE SENSITIVITES INVOLVED LOCALLY (ESPECIALLY 
IN AN ELECTION YEAR), AND ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THIS IS 
AN INTERNATIONAL STUDY, WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO PUT THE 
TEAM IN TOUCH WITH THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL, OFFICE AND 
WOULD PREFER TO HAVE THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL MAKE ANY 
ADDITIONAL APPOINTMENTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY. ACCORDINGLY, 
THE ECUADORAN COMPTROLLER GENERAL SHOULD, WHEN NOTIFYING 
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HIS VENEZUELAN COUNTERPART OF THE STUDY (PARA 1 REFTEL) 
ALSO REQUEST HIS COOPERATION IN PUTTING THE TEAM IN TOUCH 
WITH OTHER SECTORS AS NEEDED. 

VAKY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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